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USDA to officially downgrade Minnesota’s bovine TB status
Additional testing requirements for interstate shipment of cattle start on April 9

ST. PAUL, Minn. — The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced today that it will
officially downgrade Minnesota’s bovine tuberculosis (TB) status from Modified Accredited Advanced to
Modified Accredited, effective Wednesday, April 9, 2008.

The drop in status, required by the USDA Code of Federal Regulations, follows the discovery of four
additional infected herds within the last 12 months and will require Minnesota cattle producers to conduct
additional testing when shipping animals out of state.

“We anticipated this federal downgrade once a fourth infected herd was found,” State Bovine TB Coordinator
Joe Martin said. “While some states had imposed their own restrictions, this downgrade means new testing
requirements for all non-slaughter cattle going from Minnesota to another state, as called for in USDA
regulations.”

In response to these new statewide testing requirements, the state is applying to USDA for split-state status.
This will allow the majority of the state to upgrade its status, while a small region in northwest Minnesota
containing the TB infection will remain Modified Accredited. Split-state status would help target resources
where they are most needed, while also saving producers outside the affected area from the additional federal
testing requirements that accompany MA status.

“We are continuing to work with USDA personnel on the official risk assessment, which is a necessary step
toward receiving split-state status,” said BAH Executive Director Dr. Bill Hartmann. “We are also expanding
control measures to include all herds in the Management Area. When Minnesota achieves split-state status,
the Management Area will become part of the larger Modified Accredited region.”

For more information on TB, log on to the State’s bovine TB website at www.mntbfree.com.
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